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DRAFT

	CYNGOR TREF GORSEINON
GORSEINON TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Gorseinon Town Council held at Ty Newydd Community Centre, 
on Wednesday October 1st at 6pm.
 

	Attendees:
	Councillors; Cllrs. (Chaiman) J Curtice,  A. Stevens, K Jones, M. Curtice, A. Thomas, P Griffiths, P Morgan, Town Clerk,


	Main Meeting Discussion Points:

	GTC1025-68
	MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Attended
Mayor attended further fundraising events for the Recycled Teenagers Club where the total raised so far is approx. £500.00.

These funds will go towards the Mayor’s chosen charity, Leukodystrophy, a rare Genetic disorder.
The Mayor attended The Parkinsons Group that meet regularly at Lime St. Institute to present them with a cheque for £300.00.
The Mayor also presented Chris Chapman (The Snappy Chappy) with a camera to continue his ongoing photography work for Gorseinon Town Council events and presentations. Chris also takes photos on behalf of many groups in the Gorseinon area, including Gorseinon Rugby Club and others.
Invites 
To the 100th Birthday of Mr. Emlyn Llewellyn on 2nd October at The Lodge.
Emlyn is a former Maths Teacher and has lived in the Gorseinon area for the past fifty years. 

Mayor to visit Brownies group on 8th October 

Mayor plus one invite to Pembroke St. Michaelmas Fair at 5.30pm on Thursday 9th Oct. Mayor,   Cllr. J. Clayfield  and Clerk to attend.


	GTC1025-69
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
There were apologies for absence from Cllrs, J. Crowley, J. Clayfield, N. Matthews, M. Phillips, P. Eyres

	GTC1025-70
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No members of the public were present and there were no representations from the public prior to the meeting commencing.


	GTC1025-71
	DECLARATION OF INTEREST

None noted. 


	GTC1025-72

	MINUTES OF COUNCIL

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 3rd September 2025 be confirmed as a correct record - AGREED. 

Approved by Cllr. M. Curtice and Seconded by Cllr. A. Thomas. 

	GTC1025-73
	MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

None reported.

	GTC1025-74
	MEMBER’S REPORTS

a. County Councillors reports. 

County Cllrs. Have manged to secure £25000 for drainage at Park Y Werin. Work has already started on the site. Parc y Werin will have further works.

Potential Halloween pumpkin event coming up.
Parc Melyn Mynach lighting up the footpath and potentially into and around  skatepark. Cllr. Stevens stated there maybe funding available. There are possible works to the entrance to Melin Mynach footpath to renovate the pavement anyway.

There may be less negatives with low level lighting as opposed to full power lighting. This, mixed with partially clearing the existing hedge, which is not protected or long standing, with low level hedge and intermittent spaces in the hedge to see in and out, will give good access and security. Cllr. A. Stevens to feedback.  
b. Town Councillors. None reported – noted. 

	GTC1025-75
	Christmas Parade Committee feedback- Current update and feedback from Clerk, including.
a. Posters

b. Workshops

c. Applications/ SAG/ Road Closures

d. Attendees.

Clerks report was NOTED.

	GTC1025-76
	Revised plans for Jubilee Memorial regeneration project.
Current proposals and draft computer designs shared with members for discussion. Cllr. A. Stevens updated members on the progress so far. 


	GTC1025-77
	Remembrance week. 
All plans for the weeks are progressing well. Invites have gone out for Lord Lieutenant, Rebecca Evans, Tonia Antoniazzi, Mayor of Loughor, Amulance and Fire Services, Inshore Lifeboat, Police, and Phillip Sillick MBE JP, who for the first time in 61 years, due to ill health, is unable to attend. 

Members suggested honoring Phillip, who has also stepped down as Chair of the RBL West Wales Division. He will remain on the committee, however. Chair suggested during the mayor’s dinner/ awards ceremony to honor his service for the past 61 years. 
Clerk reported around whether there was a need for road closure during the Marching of the ATC Band on Remembrance Sunday?
Cllr. A. Stevens stated that we have requested road closure for the past few years. Also, requesting the Clerk complete that again and ask the relevant department if the fee will be waved as it has been previously?
Also to consider purchasing ‘Remembrance Tommy Lamp Post Signs’ to line the March route and as a donation. Clerks report was NOTED. It was RESOLVED that on the motion of Councillor J. Curtice, seconded by Councillor A. Stevens, the Clerk purchases these signs. 


	GTC1025-78
	Clerk’s Pay Grade, Clerk reported that there is a need to ‘Job evaluate’ the role. This would be a process, and maybe lengthy and require council to form a finance and personnel committee. Clerks report was NOTED and he left the room. 
It was RESOLVED that the clerk be made up to the previous Clerks grade from the time of being asked to step in to that role after council meeting held on 01/07/2025.
Further, a new finance and personnel committee should be set up. This could be arranged in the coming months and recommendations from that would be reported to main council for ratification.


	GTC1025-79
	Sub Committees Clerk highlighted from the list on the agenda, the priorities should be the Finance/Personal, and Ty Newydd Management committees to be formed first. 

Finance and Personal was touched on in the last point and would only require one or two meetings annually.
The Ty Newydd Management Committee may have to be formed first due to the condition of Ty Newydd Building. On the lane side of the building, large sections of the rendered wall have either come away or are at risk of the doing so. Clerks report was NOTED. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk set up a meeting to discuss the situation and make recommendations to full council.  



	GTC1025-80
	Policies Clerk shared the policy schedule with Members for the rest of this year and through 2026. Appendix 1. Clerk also shared the first of these on the list, the Grant Application Policy. Clerks report was NOTED. It was RESOLVED that to agree with the new Grant Application Policy proposal. Clerk to include the Grant Schedule and Grants Application Policy in Gorseinon Town Council’s constitution and to be displayed on the Council website. 


	GTC1025-81
	Internal Auditor - Awaiting confirmation from Lyn Llewellyn. Clerks report was NOTED. 

	GTC1025-82
	Fire Escape. Email received recently from Surveyors in CCOS confirming they have received the plans, but due to staffing issue, will be looking at it shortly, stating ‘This request remains on my list. I need to liaise with our Legal Department to draft an agreement’. Clerks report was NOTED. It was RESOLVED that A. Stevens requested the Clerk forward the issue to him to look in to. 


	GTC1025-83
	Three vacant Town Council Seats. Clerks report was NOTED. It was RESOLVED that the Advertisements in council notice boards and the website ended on 20th Sept. Members to consider anyone, through the clerk, and to nominate anyone they consider suitable to recommend for the position in the next meeting. Clerks report was NOTED. It was RESOLVED that Clerk contact democratic Services for advice if Council would be fined if there is a delay or an unfilled seat.


	GTC1025-84
	.gov.uk domain names. members confirmed they are still waiting for their passwords to be reset. Clerks report was NOTED. It was RESOLVED that members will use their personal emails until the matter is resolved. 


	GTC1025-85
	Defibrillators. Clerk is awaiting a response from Sainsbury’s head office for permission to fix a defib to their wall. Clerks report was NOTED. 



	GTC1025-86
	Website.  Clerks report was NOTED.

	GTC1025-87
	Notice Board outside Town Hall – Clerk has finalised quotes. Clerks report was NOTED. It was RESOLVED to go ahead and purchase.

	GTC1025-88
	New Argyl Gardens Christmas lights behind bus stops – Mayor and Clerk have liaised with Lighthouse Electrical on feasibility of installation for this year. The frames, however, will have to wait until next year until they are updated as they need to be handmade and take months to be manufactured. Lighthouse will improve and update the lights behind the bus stops and in the gardens. The report of the Clerk was NOTED and it was RESOLVED that Lighthouse go ahead for this year. Quotes will still be received and approved. Also quotes for the frames for next year will be requested. 


	GTC1025-89
	Basement clearance and Skip Hire - Skip has been filled and taken away. The basement is now clear and safe to use. The fire risk has been minimised.


	GTC1025-90
	To receive reports from Council’s representatives on outside bodies/ upcoming meetings.
None reported. NOTED.


	GTC1025-91
	POLICE REPORT
 Police reports from 1st September to 12 noon 30th September.

Beat of Gorseinon
68 occurrences in total     
2 ASB reports                                                                                                                                

16 Violence Against the Person reports                                                                            

No Dwelling burglary reports                                                                                                 

 

Beat of Penyrheol
57 occurrences in total    
0 reports of ASB                                                                                                                          

17 Violence Against the Person reports                                                                         

No dwelling burglary reports    

 

We have seen a rise in anti-social behavior in the Bus Station over the past week and as a result have created an action plan so that Police and Partners can focus on the location. Unfortunately, the rise is not captured in the figures for the beat as part of West Street, for current police recording purposes, is in the neighboring ward of Llwchwr a legacy from the old wards and beat system which requires updating. 
From our initial investigations there appears to be a general lack of reporting on this issue, and we would urge residents, businesses and visitors to report incidents to the Police as it will assist in ensuring that officers and any outreach workers can be deployed at the Bus Station and surrounding area during the optimum times.

We are still concentrating on the motorbike nuisance which plagued the locality during early summer with progress being made and a drop in reporting.

Officers also assisted Trading Standards in executing a warrant at one of the Vape Shops in High Street. A male person working at the premises was detained. At this stage we have no further information to pass on as the matter is still under investigation by Trading Standards. Once we have any update, we will pass it on to you. 

This has been Trading standards led, with Rhys Harris working on this for the council.


	GTC1025-92

	REPORT OF THE CLERK
a. Payments for September 2025
Clerk’s report was NOTED and AGREED.
b. Correspondence.
Correspondence
Date of email/ letter
From 
Request
18 09 25
Calon hearts
Free heart screenings for 18–25-year-olds. Dates available through October and November in Llanelli and Carmarthen. 
15 09 25

Huw Evans -Dem. Services
Recruitment of a Community / Town Councillor to the Standards Committee. closing date for applications is noon on Friday, 3 October 2025
24 09 25
Adrian Hocking Gower College
Invite to Mayor and consort. Thursday 11th December at 7pm, at Theatr Einon on our Gorseinon Gower campus production of the     ‘The Wizard of Oz’ Youth edition. 

24 09 25

Thea Watts Regional Manager
​​
Cash Access UK will be bringing a Banking Hub to Gorseinon. They are a not-for-profit company owned by the biggest high street banking providers in the UK. No further information currently. 
29 09 25

David Fowles  Chairman of Gorseinon Cricket Club
Currently we only have the one ground that is available to us and sometimes we cannot fit all the fixtures we have onto the one ground.

Noted for members to respond in following meeting. 
c. Grant Requests
ALN representatives made a presentation, giving members further information on their request. Members discussed this later. Clerks report was NOTED. It was RESOLVED that on the motion of Councillor P. Griffiths, seconded by Councillor P. Morgan, a grant payment of £300.00 be paid to the ALN group.

One Heart Drummers (OHD) made a request by email for financial support. OHD takes part in our Christmas parade every year and has had funding from GTC previously.  Clerks report was NOTED. It was RESOLVED on the motion of Councillor M. Curtice, seconded by Councillor P. Griffiths, a grant payment of up to £300.00 be paid to One Heart Drummers.

The Lodge social Committee Request to purchase a noticeboard on their behalf and thus saving on VAT? Clerks report was NOTED. It was RESOLVED on the motion of Councillor M. Curtice, seconded by Councillor K. Jones to refuse this request. It was agreed that this request was the second request from a Lodge related group in this financial year. This is against the recently agreed and long standing rule which is designed to give all local groups an opportunity to apply for a grant. 
Penyrheol Primary School Council request for financial support. Their cycling helmets need replacing, and they are asking if the School Council could kindly be sponsored £480.00 to help them buy them? 
Clerks report was NOTED. It was RESOLVED that members are happy to support the purchase of the helmets. Proposed that a 50/50 split of costs with county Cllrs.. Clerk to propose this to County Cllrs. Who will be copied into the response to School Council. 
d. OVW/SLCC
OVW annual conference on 1st October has been cancelled due to lack of numbers. The members who were due to attend Cllrs. A. Thomas, P. Morgan with the Clerk. 

e. Training
Members were reminded that the selection of free courses offered by OVW including The Code of Conduct and various financial courses are still available until the end of December. 
All of these are delivered online. Information passed on to members and any members interested to inform the clerk before the next meeting. Clerks report was NOTED. 


	GTC1025-93
	PLANNING REPORT

None reported.

	GTC1025-94
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS - none


	GTC1025-95
	EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

It was RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the discussion of the next item due to the confidential nature of the matter under discussion. 



	GTC1025-96
	FURTHER REPORT OF THE CLERK

The report of the Clerk was NOTED and it was RESOLVED that the Council APPROVED all aspects of the report.


	
	Presiding member closed the meeting at 20.23pm
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GRANT APPLICATIONS

	Status
	Approved 

	Approved Date
	October 1st 2025

	Updated:
	October 1st 2025

	Next Review Date
	October 1st 2026


Policy and Procedure
This document is to detail the policy and procedure for any grant applications received by Gorseinon Town Council

a. Town Council Grant Policy

The Town Council is prepared to consider applications for financial assistance from local:

· clubs and societies.

· voluntary bodies and associations.

· non-profit making organisations.

· charitable bodies

Grants will not be made to individuals or commercial organisations.

Grant applications must be made on the official application form and must be accompanied by the organisations most recent balance sheet. Applicants must set out how the community in the council area will benefit from the work funded by any grant.

Applications may be submitted at any time and will normally be considered at the next meeting of the Town Council, providing the application is received via email to: Clerk@gorseinontowncouncil.gov.uk 
The system aims to:

· Help the local voluntary groups to improve their effectiveness

· Help to ensure the provision of services needed by the residents via the voluntary sector

· Support local organisations which meet the needs of people experiencing social and economic difficulties and;

· Ensures that there is equality of access and opportunity for all residents to the services and funds it provides to increase community inclusion.

The Council defines a voluntary group as a ‘not-for-profit’ organisation, set up and run by a voluntary, management committee.

Applicants should only apply for one grant a year during the financial year (1 April to 31 March). The primary intention of the Town Council’s grant scheme is to support local groups, events and projects in the town.

8. In the case of a successful application for a project this must be delivered within 12 months of the date of receipt of funding.

9. The Town Council might refer applicants to other bodies as appropriate.

11. Grants will not be paid where the service is normally provided directly by a principal Council, the Health Authority or Central Government.

12. Grants will not be made to registered charities seeking to add to their capital investments.

13. Local Groups whose total fundraising is sent to their central headquarters for redistribution are not eligible.

14. Grants will not be given for specifically religious or party-political purposes.

15. Grants will not be given to profit making organisations with unallocated reserves.

16. Grants will not be paid if the application is submitted after the project or event has taken place.

· Grants are made for one year’s expenditure at a time and should be spent within the year on the purpose for which they were given. With regards a specific project funds should not be added, wholly or partly, to reserves unless part of a previously approved programme of funding.
· Grants will not be made to groups, which operate for private gain.
· Organizations may be required to return the Community grant or a percentage of it, if they cease to function during the 12 months following allocation of the grant.
Any offer of funding is discretionary; the Council’s decision is final and there is no right of appeal.

Procedure
Gorseinon Town Council aims to help promote a vibrant and active local community. The Council recognises and supports the valuable contribution made by many voluntary groups and organisations in the fields of arts; sport; culture; social care; services for children and young adults; services for the elderly and people with disabilities; and many others who contribute to the wellbeing of the local community.

· To apply you will need to complete the appropriate grant application form and return to the clerk@gorseinontowncouncil.gov.uk together with a recent bank statement/balance sheet. Applications will be accepted by email.
· Who can apply:
Applicants that are within the local area, or any part of it, or can show a benefit to all or some of its residents. These include.
· clubs and societies

· voluntary bodies and associations

· non-profit making organisations

· charitable bodies

· Please note, there are limited funds available for the grants scheme, grants are awarded at the discretion of the council.
· The council will review the application at the next Council meeting, and you will be contacted by email with the Council’s decision. The grant will be paid by BACs, and a presentation will be arranged with the incumbent Mayor of Gorseinon Town Council.
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